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- DUBLIN, Suxvar the jth of February, 1779. 
Ar a GexERAt, MzgTING OF THE 


INCORPORATED/ SOCIETY, 


For propupoting | Excuen Wörrstadt Schools 
In IR BLAND: 75 


ORDERED, on Motif 


17 5 the Thanks of the Society be given to the Right 
Reverend JAMES, Lord Biſhop of Down and Connor, 
for his excellent and ſuitable Sermon, preached this Day 
«, before this Society; and that His Lordſhip be deſired to let 
the Society have a Copy thereof, in order for them to cauſe 
the ſame to be Printed and Publ hed, 


* 


' 60s 


Dax, Chap. x xii, ver. i. iii 


r THAT BB WISE, SHALL e INTO Fur 
BRIGHTNESS OF. THE. FIRMAMENT; AND 
THEY THAT TURN MANY TO RIGHTEOUS 

*, ASTHE STAR 80 am n 
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arr. OTHING « can. u infpue” a good. Mind 
15 : nt, with greater Satisfaction than this 
N Reflection; that the almighty Being 

has graciouſly formed an eſſential 


K 
3 _ Connexion between Wiſdom, Vir- 

tue aud Happineſs. Were our Happineſs to to 
depend upon "Objects entirely out of our Power, 
juſtly might we complain of the Hardſhip of 
aur Lat, aud. Nn under the interne To 
i. f 
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of Te withours Comfort and Wichout Hope 
lamenting and exclaiming ; ; Wherefore, - Lord, | 
haſt bci. made all Men an vain | 


I But the moral Arrangement of the Univerſe 
is not more expreſſive of divine Power and Wiſ- 
dom, than of infinite Goodneſs. God has en- 
dowed the human Race with a Portion of his 


Perfections; he has wonderfully adapted their 


ane to the Cultivation of their vari- 
ous Powers; has placed the Objects of their 
reſpective Faculties in a great Meaſure within 
their Reach; has clearly pointed out the Me- 
thod by hien every Deſtre of the human Breaſt 
can receive its moſt perfect and moſt permanent 
Gratification ; has afﬀorded every Aſſiſtance ne- 
ceſſary to the Attainment of it;.. and added a 
Variety of Motives and Encouragements, to 
ſweeten the Labour of Life, and to ſoothe the 


Toll of wiſe and virtuous Exertions. 


"= ſhort, by the Mine Deetve: Virtue ad 
Duty ee in the Cultivation and Perfection 
of out ſeveral Faculties; and by the ſame Ap- 
Peintibent the Cultivation and Perfection of 
theſe neceſſarily conſtitute our Happineſs. F 


Both natural and revealed Religion unite in 


e this important, this comfortable 
: | Doctrine 
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Doctrine. The Contemplatiof of the Nature 
and of the Providence of the divine Being: 
ſtrengthens and aſcertains the pleaſing Idea ; 
and the Example of our blefſed- Saviour realizes 
it to our Imagindtiongiand by-cloathing-Perfee= 
tion with Humanity, exhibits to £ our Vieh a as 
a e W of A mo fea 451i 
In lifting up our aw: to - hell antes Stan: 
dards of Perfection, We, muſt diſcern, we muſt 
feel, that Goodneſs, is their prevailing Fei ture. 
Goodneſs is the eſſential Character of every Ema- 
nation, of every Expreſſion of Divinity : Good- 
neſs indeed appears to animate and to adorn, to 


dl 4 992 1191 


direct and to Seen, all the divine Operations, I 


itte 


Since en our Perfection Ant Happineſs muſt ; 
conſiſt in a Similitude'to God our Father, and 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift; wWe may 
readily perceive the true Principle of all our 
Duties here below, where our fellow Creatures 

are concerned. Benevolence muſt be he Boos 
of all our ſocial Offices. VW 


I - I+9 
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After having formed in our.qwn M4 - the 
Habits of Virtue and true Ri; zhtcouſneſs, Good- 
neſs will prompt us 75 extend , happy Tuflu- * 
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ences; ſothat all Mankind, if poſſi ble, may par- 


tieipute of the incftumable Bleſſing. 


In this Reſpec Goodneſs will always. be its 
own Reward; for the Proſpect of Virtue and 
of Happineſs communicated, more completely 
gratifies all the tender Senſibilities of the Heart, 
than any other Satisfaction or Enjoyment what- 
ſoever. 


But to animate otir Endeavors, and to win 
our Hearts more forcibly to this ſweet Labour of 


Tove; and to render our Wiſdom and our Hap- 


pineſs in theſe pleafing Exertions of Benevo- 
lence ſtill more conſpicuous, God has graciouſly - 
diſplayed to us a Fe elicity perfect, permanent, 


uninterrupted; for bey that be wiſe, /hall pine 


as the Brightneſs of the Hirmament; and they that 
zurn many 10 Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever 


and ever. 
In Obedience theti, my Brethern, to the Ap⸗ od 
pointment by which Tam directed on this Occa- 


ion to ſolicit your Patience and Attention, I. 


ſhall endeayour, though with much Diffidence; - 
to direct your Views to the Method the beſt 
calculated, as I imagine, for accompliſhing the 


| great and pious Delign of promoting the Perfecs 


tion 
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tion and Happineſs of our Brethren and follow 


I. Unhappily the Empire of Ignorance and 


of Errour is wide and extenſi ve: the firſt ſpiri- 


tual Want, therefore, of af human Creature 
ſeems to be Inſtruction : for that Reaſon the 
Culture of the Underſtanding muſt be a primary 
Object of Attention. 115 


If the Underſtanding is dark through Igno- 

rance; if warped by Prejudice, or perverted 
by Errour; in vain ſhall e look for Uniformity, 
Conſiſtency, or Propriety of Conduct. Princi- 
ples facilitate the Performance of Actions; 
Principles render them ſteady, regular and de- 
terminate. | | SE 45 


The informedMindasſom Sytemand thers- 


fore acts equally with Coolneſs andwith Vigour. 
The Exertions of the Ignotant ariſe; from mere 
Impulſe; they are Expreſſions only of -bratal 
Force; for which Reaſon they muſt be yague 


and capricious, irreghlar ahd impetuous. Rooted 


Ignorance too is always accompanied by Sour- 
neſs and Obſtinacy of Teinper. It is aStranger 


to Sofineſs, to Candour, to Docility ; it is inac- 


beſſible 
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ceſſible to Reaſon and Argument ; its genuine 
Offspring is Cruelty, Violence, and Malignity,'. 


But the. Mind cnlightened by: Infirudtion i is 
"ſelf Mal to the ſoft Arts of e. — | 
by 1 its uniform Modeſty and Candour in a man- 
ner courts Conviction and Improvement. A 
Mind in this State of Culture 7s not eaſily puffed. 

zþ: when it begins to climb the Hill of Know- 
ledge which at firſt bounds its Proſpects, every 
Step it advances opens new Scenes, diſcovers * 
new Objects ſtill beyond its Reach; and there- 
fore every Acceſſion of Knowledge i is accompa- 
5 r by an Increaſe of Humility. 


What then can be more important, what can 
be a greater Expreſſion of Kindneſs and Benevo- 
lence, than to looſe the Bands of Ignorance, 
which ſetter the Underſtanding; to raiſe up 
the Mind bowed down by Errour and Prejudice; 
to illuminate what was dark and gloomy; and 
to ſtore to rational Creatures the loſt or obli- 
terated Image of their divine Creator! This is 
indeed co-operating with God, and promoting 
the Purpoſes of his Goſpel; it is making a Be- 
ginning; nay, it is making an eſſential Progreſs 
in Turning. many to Righteouſneſs ; it is in Effect, 


in Imitation of our Saviour, proclaiming Liberty 
| 70 
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10 he WTR and Penn. the nile to them? that 


are bound. 
EI: When once. we * ; kund the Light 


of Truth, eſpecially of religious and divine 


Truth, into the Underſtanding, we are not far 
from gaining Admiſſion into the Heart and Af 


fections; the Culture of which is the next * | 


ect of Attention and Da 


Without Diſcipli ine, our Paſſions are > violent 
and boiſterous, and hearken to no Controul. 


Their Operations are always exceſſive;ʒ * and 


therefore, even the moſt amiable of them, are 
apt gradually to degenerate into Crimes. What 
ſhall we ſay then of thoſe which are naturally 
diſagreeable and odious? What, in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, may we imagine, will be the Exer- 


tions of Malice, of Envy, of Hatred, of Re- 


ſentment? Muſt not they terminate in Maim- 
ing, in Murder, in N 00 of, Barbar! 


But when the Lſadedftanding the Eye of the 
Soul the Candle of the Lord in Man, is, illumi- 


nated, the deſtructive Tendency of foriouds and 


unbridled Paſſion begins to be perceived; the 
e eee of Actions become Objects of At- 


— 
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tention; and the bnpethößty of blind Impulſe 
is =radually mitigated and reſtrained. 


Here then, with great Advantage, will com- 
mence the Diſcipline of the Heart: it will not 
now be callous and inſenſible; it will naturally 
foften and expand itſelf; it will receive Impreſ- 
ſions of Duty and Obligation; it will arrange 
and methodize its Attachments to the various 
Objects which ſurround it; and learn to adapt 
its Feelings to their real Influence upon its 
Happineſs. 


This Progreſs will lead naturally and directly 


to the Formation of moral and religious Habits. 
The Work of Righteouſneſs being thus begun, Love 
to God the Father and Governour of the Uni- 
verſe, Gratitude to. Jeſus Chriſt the Redeemer 
of the World, and Charity and Good-w// t- 
wards Men, the very Bond of Perfefincſs and of 


all Virtues, will become active and ruling Prin- 


ciples; will. characterize and animate all its 
Emotions; will adorn. and i Improve every Facul- 
ty it poſſeſſes. 


Now what a noble, what a god lte Work is- : 

this, to be uniformly engaged in! To emanci- 

pate the Minds of our fellow Creatures from a 
Tyranny 
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Tyranny ſtill more enthralling and pernicious 
than that of Ignorance or Errour; to redeem 
them from a Slavery to their Paſſions and Ap- 
petites; to reſtore them to moral and religious 
Freedom; to inveſt them with the glorious Pri- 
vilege of being Sons of God !, This is indeed 
making God's Kingdom come, ind his Will be done 
in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


Chriſt's Kingdom, my cs is a Kingdom 
of Truth and of Righteouſneſs; it is not ap- 
plicable only to certain Times and Seaſons ;' to 
particular States of Society ; or to peculiar 
Modes of Government : it is a Kingdom exten- 
| ſive, univerſal, ſtable, hat paſſeth not away. 
Its Subjects are the Hearts and the Conſciences 
of Men; and he that addeth to the happy Num- 
ber; verily, he N Sine as the Stars for ever 


and ever. 


III. One Thing is ſtill wanting to the Perfec- 
tion. of our Faculties, as far as human Aſſiſtance 
is requiſite, Man is a compounded Being, conſiſt- 
ing of Body and Soul: and ſo intimately, ſo eſſen- 
tially are theſe connected together, that whatſo- 


ever affects the n 5 other. 
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If the Mind is diſordered, the Body becomes 


incapable of performing its various Functions; 


it immediately begins to languiſh and decay. 
If the Body is afflicted, the Mind ſympathizes, 
an d ſickens with the Sufferer; it loſes, I may 
ſay, its elaſtic Force; it ſinks into Languor; 
it can neither act with Vigour, nor reſt with 
Satisfaction: all its Operations are feeble, and 


conſequently ineffeQual. 


There muſt therefore be a Diſcipline for the 
Improvement of the Body, as well as for the 


Perfection of the Mind; that the whole Man 


may be ſound, healthful and vigorous. Now ́ 
this Diſcipline is Exerciſe and moderate Labour. 
Without Exerciſe, the Body loſes its natural 
Strength and Activity; it becomes liſtleſs and 
torpid; and ſuddenly imbibes the infectious 
Principles of Diſeaſe and Diſſolution; ſo that 
it is made to * equally upon itſelf and 888 


the Soul. 


Idleneſs indeed enervates the whole Man; it 
is the Bane of Health and of Vigour; it is the 
Bane even of Virtue and of Happineſs; for it 
deprives us of that Power and Energy which 
enable us to reſiſt the Introduction of vicious 
Habits: its natural Tendency is towards De- 


bauchery and univerſal Depravity. Exerciſe, 0 
{Ne 
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the contrary, gives a Spring to th Conſtitution; 
and adds an Alacrity and. Spirit to all our Ex- 
ertions. 


But the moſt important of moſt uſeful Spe- 
cies of Exerciſe is that which we term Induſ- 
try; that Exerciſe which has Arts and Manufac- 
tures for its immediate Objects. What an addi- 
tional Source of Improvement this muſt be both 
to the Body and to the Mind, it is more bs... to» 
feel than to expreſs. 5 | 


It introduces and forms: a HS. thinking: | 


and of acting regularly, uniformly, ſyſtematical- 
Iv: for that Reaſon it enlarges the Underſtand- 
ing, and. widens the Sphere of its Comprehen- 
ſion; it employs. and animates the Imagination, 
and encreaſes its Power of Invention : and, as 
its Exertions are immediately connected with 
public Proſperity, it may really be conſidered as 


a School for ſocial Virtue; it muſt therefore 
powerfully contribute to the Diſcipline and Im- 


enden of the Heart and Affections. 


He hom, my Fe 3 We gi ves 


Encouragement to honeſt Lahour and uſeful In- 


duſtry, is a Friend to his Country and to Man- 


Kind; he is a. Guardian of the Health, of the 
af % Virtue. " 
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Virtue, and of the Happineſs of his fellow Cont 
tures. Is he not therefore entitled to the Re- 
ward of thoſe who, in the Prophet's Eſtimation, 
are wiſe, and who turn many to Rithteouſneſs ? 
Yea, verily ; and he ſhall have his Reward ; for 
to him the York of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace ; 
and the Effet of Righteouſneſs, Quietneſe and Aſ- 


ſurumce for ever. 


IV. And here let it be obſerved, that this 
moral Diſcipline and Improvement ought to 
commence at an early Period. 


When Errour and Prejudice have taken faſt 
Hold of the Underftanding; when the Heart 
has been perverted by a long Series of vicion 
Indulgences; and when the Organs of the Body 


have contraRed a Stiffneſs and Rigidity, from 


the Want of uſeful Exerciſe and of induſtrious 


Exertions ; vainly ſhall we hope to ſneceed in 


our Endeavours to introduce Reformation or 
Improvement, 


But in Childhood there are no ſtubborn Habits 


to contend with; no rivetted Opinions to ob- 


ſtruct or to retard Succeſs. In Childhood there 
is a Frankneſs, a Candour, and a Simplicity truly 


amiable and engaging z there is a Suſceptibility 


of 
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of Impreſſions, and a Pliability of Organs that 
. mee of new ann, 
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Thus, Truth, Vi irtue and Relig "ru will be a 


tabliſned; and will be rendered * and ha- 


bitual to the tender and unprejudiced Mind. 
| Righteoufnefs and Truth will here A each other, 
and become the governing Principles of Action 
through the Remainder of Life. So that, rain 


4% a C Bild in the Way he Should 80; ö 15 W then he 


27 old, he will not ge Sur! Hon it, 


Theſe Reflections, my Brethren, Uiftedl toge⸗ 
ther exhibit to us the whole Extent of our Duty 
towards our fellow Creatures.” And fo great, ſo 
unſpeakably great, are the E Encouragement with 
which our holy Religion prompts our Ambition, 
and animates our Hopes; that, I truſt, it will be 
our conſtant, ,our unwearied Study, to fulfill the 
Purpoſes of Heaven, and to Sa the "bleffed 
Influences of aud g 1 Is 


* 
* 
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out Trial, No; it is qd a rpms of Fact 2d 
Expe- ä 


Experience. I have done Nothing more than juſt 
to give you a ſhort; and ſimple Sketch of the 
meritorious Conduct and of the piods Labours 
of the worthy Society, whom I now have the 
Honour of addreſſing: Labours founded on Pro- 
priety, on Religion, and on brotherly Love; La- 
bours continued through a Series of Years, with : 
2. Zeal voiform, and unremitted. 


7 he cen PN which theſe Lars 13 
hitherto been accompanied, though indeed une- 
qual completely to ſatisfy Deſire, yet has been 
ſuch as juſtly to cheriſh Hope, and to encourage 
Perſeverance. Surely then, my Brethren, I ſhall 
be juſtified, if I recommend this extenſive Wort 
of Righteouſneſs, 5 with all the Earneſtneſs and 


ne in my Power. 


n melincholy, in many Reſpecds, is the 
Se of our unhappy, [Country !- Its. Inhabitants. 
divided in political: and in religious Opinion; and 
eſtranged ſtill more fatally from each other in 
Sentiment and Affection! How ſunk are we in 
Ignorance; and therefore how feeble in Im- 
Provement a Ray of: Knowledge hardly glim- 
mers in Gur Land, except where Arts and Ma- 
nufactures baye been long encouraged: an how 
eircumſeribed i is that ſmall Spot, in Compariſon 
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of the dreary and extenſive Waſte, that fill re- 
mains a Stranger to Induſtry and to Inſtruction 


The natural Conſequence of this is a Ferocity 
in Manners, and a Brutality in Crimes, not to 
be paralleled in any civilized Nation in Europe. 


A Dawn of Hope indeed has lately ariſen, that 
the Commerce of this Kingdom will ſoon be con- 
ſiderably extended. Commerce neceſfarily en- 
lightens the Minds of Men: it creates indeed 
artificial Wants ; but it excites a Spirit of In- 
duſtry; it diſpels that Gloom and Sourneſs of 
Temper which is foſtered by Ignorance and Idle- 
neſs; it ſoftens, poliſhes, and refines the Beha= 
viour; and unites the Hearts of Men in loyal 
Attachment to that State and Government, un- 
der which their Intereſts flouriſh, 


Would our Brethren: of Great-Britain view 
this Subject impartially, they muſt ſoon be 
convinced, that they would draw additional 


Riches, Stability and Strength from our Induſtry 


and Succeſs : they would therefore be inclined, 
in this Reſpe&, to gratify our moſt -Fanguine 
Wiſhes. Happy be the Omen to the Improve- 


ment both of the Manners and the Soil of this | 


Country! * 
Til 
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Till this new Source of national. Proſperity * 
opened, we muſt: hewail: the. Barbarity that ſo 
h:deouſly deforms too many of our Country-men. 


| Let not, however, our. Horrour at Offences ſo 


atrocious, extinguiſh , let it rather encreaſe our 
Compaſſion for the unhappy Offenders : let it 
incite us to double our Aſſiduity and Zeal in re- 
moving the fatal Cauſe of ſuch Enormities: let 


it prompt us to ſow the kindly Seeds of Truth, 


of Righteouſneſs, and of e wherever 
our Influence extends. 


With what Pleaſure would it then inſpire t us, 
to be able to ſay with the great Prophet; They 
that erred in Spirit, ſhall know Under/tanding ; 
and they that murmured, /hall learn Doctrine. 
The People that walked in Darkneſs have ſeen a 
great Light; they that dwell in the Land of the 
Shadow of Death, * them bath the ls 


| /pined. 


Theſe Obſervations, my Brethren, regard 
principally our Popiſh fellow Chriſtians of this 
Kingdom. How ſincerely, how affectionately, 
do I lament their civil Degeneracy ; their reli- 
gious Deluſion ! How ſhould it repent us for our 
Brother ! How feelingly ſhould we cry out; O 
Lord God of Iſrael, why is this come to Paſs, that 

there 
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there ſhould be 2 Day one Tribe lacking in 
Jjrael. 


The Information, the Improvement, and the 
Happineſs of this lacking Tribe of our Brethren 
have been the peculiar Objects of the Inſtitu- 
tion of our Charter-Schools; and theſe have 
proved a moſt beneficial Nurſery to true Reli- 
gion and to civil Virtues; for to them we owe 


a Number of rational Chriſtians, and of induſtri- 


ous Citizens. 5 


Encouraged by this Sncceſs, ought we not to 


uſe every Effort, to ſtrain every Nerve, in order 


to extend the happy Conſequences of ſo wiſe 
and ſo humane an Eſtabliſhment? Ought we not 


to proceed in he Work of the Lord; to redeem 
our Popiſt Brethren and fellow Subjects from 
Poverty, from Rags, from Ignorance, from Idle- 
neſs, fron moral and from religious Slavery? 


By ſuch engaging Expreſſions of Benevolence 
and Humanity, may wenot hope at length to con- 
quer their Averſion to Knowledge, to Labour, and to 
Indufry ? To conquer their Prejudices, their Ani- 
moſties, their Reſentments againſt ourſelves? To 
conquer their Hearts as well as their Underſtand- 
mgs; and to unte them with ours in mutual Love 

5 | and 
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and brotherly Affection? Were this to be the Ef- 
fect of our public Eſtabliſhments; could this be ob- 
tainea by our private Labours in urniug our Bre- 
thren 20 Righteouſneſs; Good God! how flouriſh- | 
ing, how happy would be the Condition of this 
ill-fated Country? 


With a View, e may imagine, to this defira- 
ble End, a Law was. © lets fraued for the Relief 
of the Roman Catholics of this Kingdom. It is 
certainly the Duty of a good Subject to acquieſce 
in the Determination of the Legiſlature of his: 
Country: and God grant that the Conſf-quences, 
of this Law may even exceed the fond Hopes of 
its warmeſt Advocates! Yet after an Alteration in 
our Conſtitution ſo ſudden and ſo 1mportant, 
can we, in this Time of Trouble and public Con- 
fuſion, can we look forward to the dark and doubt- 
ful Tranſactions of fucceeding Years, without 
anxious Concern, without the moſt pal afu! Ap- 
prehenſions? 


But, whatever may be the intereſting E- 
vent, undoubtedly the unexpected Indul'gence 
ought to ſoſten the Minds, and excite the Orati- 


tude of our Poviſh Brethren : it ought to confirm 


and perpetuate Loyalty to their King, and At- 
tachment to their Country; and if it cannot ex- 
tinguiſh\ 
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tinguiſh religious Prejudices; ſurely it ought to 
kill the Seeds of civil Diſcontent, and of political 
Reſentment. - 


Till that happy Day ſhines upon our Church 
and our State, when all Ranks and Denomina- 
tions ſhall learn to preſerve Unzy of Spirit, 71 the 
Bond of Peace; let us be ſtrenuous in our En- 
deavours; let us do every Thing in our Power, 
to ſtrengthen the Hands,. and ſweeten the La- 
bours of this benevolent and reſpeQable Society, 7 
who have already wrought great Salvation in this; 
our 1/rae/. 


Conſider, I beſeech you, the Importance and 
the Magnitude of the Object. It requires great 
and conſtant Reſources; and yet many of theſe 
are caſual and precarious. I fohcit your Coun- 
tenance, your Protection, your Charity, with 
Confidence; knowing that the humane Inſtitu- 
tion is worthy and meritorious; knowing too 
the Zeal, the Abilities, the Wiſdom, and the In- 
tegrity of thoſe who direct its Concerns. 


Every Claſs of Men, whatever may be the 
Nature*of their reſpective Talents, may power- 
fully and effec ually contribute to this gene- 


rous Plan of turning mary 70 ee, Your 
Abilities, 
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Abilities, my Brethren, your Influence, your 
Wealth, your Labour, will all happily conſpire to 
the © — of this great Work of 


Reformation. 


Remember, that it is Goodneſs that ſtamps 
a Value upon every Bleſſing, either of Body, 
of Mind, or of Fortune. Goodneſs alone ſancti- 
fies Riches, Honours, Rank, or Abilities. With- 
out Goodnels, the Things we poſſeſs can beſtow. 
neither Happineſs nor Enjoyment. 


Allow me then to ſuggeſt to your Imagina-- 


tion, what a Stream of pure Pleaſures will ſweet- 


en every Year, every Day, nay, every Hour you 
have to live; if by your Piety and Humanity, if 
by your benevolent Labours in Favour of this. ' 
important Object of national Attention, Pover- 
ty and Wretchedneſs have been relieved; Arts 
and Manufactures promoted ; found Knowledge 
extended; Virtue ana Religion encouraged ; 
public and private Happineſs communicated ;. 
the Bleſſings of Chriſtianity rendered more uni- 
verſal; the Prejudices of Popery diminiſhed; 1 
Reſentments obliterated ; public Peace and Har- 
mony eſtabliſhed : in ſhort, if Chriſt's Kingdom 
upon Earth has been enlarged ; and the Inhabi- 


tants of Heaven multi plied.. 
To 
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did, but unmeaning Luxuries and Superfluities 
of Life; and to exchange them for ſuch a Train 


of MAIER Bleſſings; how ſmall would be the 
Sacrifice! How cheap the Purchaſe! 

We uſe not the Arts of Eloquence to 
excite immediate Compaſſion; we avail not our- 


ſelves of a ſudden and unguarded Impulſe, in 


order to extort your Charity: that would be a 


very feeble and uncertain Foundation to build 


our ExpeQations upon. No; we leave you, my 
Brethren, to your calm, your ſerious, your deli- 


berate Reflexions; well knowing that uniform 
and permanent Habits alone conſtitute the Virtue 


of Men, and the ain of Chriſtians. | Wo 


Upon theſe we reſt all ou F: of Suvceſs : 
and I ſincerely pray that, through them, 7zhe 


Lord God may cauſe Righteouſneſs and Praiſe to _ 


| ſpring forth before all the Nations! That he may 

make you /edfaft, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the Work of the Lord; ſo that in the next 
World you may Shine as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmament; and as the Stars for ever and ever. 
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That theſe glorious Purpoſes may erde be 
obtained, let me call upon you, my Brethren, to 


join with me in this excellent Collect of our 
Church: f 


O merciful God, who haſt made all Men, and hat- 
e/t Nothing that thou haſt made, nor wouldeſt the 
Death of a Sinner, but rather that he ſhould be 
converted and live; have Mercy upon all Jews, 
Turks, Infidels and Hererics, and take from them all 
Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt f. 
thy Word : and jo fetch them home, bleſſed Lord, 1c 
thy Flock, that they may be ſaved among the Rem 
rant of the true Iſraelites; and be made one Fold un- 
der one Shepherd, Teſus Chriſt our Lord, who ro 
eth and reigneth with thee and the holy Spirit. one 
Cod, World without End. Amen. | 
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